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Richard McCulre has developed Boone in June! The national is coming into focus.
unique advertising. Page 19. Everything you need to know. Coverage starts page 22.
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This is one pampered rig! Project Bluebird - page 16



USCA Regional Directors and State Representatives

Northeast Region

(CT, DC, DE, MA, MD, ME, NH, NJ,

NY, PA RI, VA, VT, WV,
Provinces of NB, NL, NS, PE, QC)

Northeast Region Director

Chuck Tretyak

12495 Rt. 62

Lawtons, NY. 14091

(716) 337-2689
ne_director@sidecar.com

Connecticut

Stacy Goff

100 Newberry Road

East Windsor, CT 06088
(860) 623-2547

Fax: (860) 623-2547
hosersbg@aol.com

Maryland / DC

Robert L. Montague

2634C Lander Road
Jefferson, MD 21755

(301) 834-8789
robertimontague@msn.com

Massachusetts

Dale F. Cochran

751 Glendale Road
Wilbraham, MA 01095-2328
(413) 596-8295

New Hampshire

David L. Haskell (Wiskers)
12 Union Hall Rd.

PO Box 55

South Tamworth, NH 03883
603-323-8775
wiskers600@adelphia.net
New Jersey

Ed Zuzock

47 Guy Street

Dover, NJ 07801

(973) 989-8380
ekzuzock@aol.com

New York

Chuck Tretyak

(see Northeast Director, above)
Virginia

Daniel D. Hough

1006 General Puller Highway,
Saluda, VA 23149

(804) 758-1904
danhough@erols.com

West Virginia

Kevin Klages

151 Grandview Dr.

Wellsburg, WV. 26070

(304) 737-1531

Southeast Region

(AL, FL, GA, MS, NC, SC, TN)
Southeast Director

Tod Parks

616 Briarcliff West

Elgin, SC 29045

(803) 731-8484
se_director@sidecar.com

Alabama

Tony George

1426 Chandler Road
Huntsville, AL 35801

(256) 650-0787
GEORGEAJOl@comcast.net

Florida

Richard McClure

9925 Ulmerton Rd L223
Largo, FL 33771

(727) 946-5262
rmm4479@msn.com
Mississippi

William Bray

7812 Highway 15 South
Pontotoc, Mississippi 38863
(662) 488-9933
wmbray@hughes.net (home)
wbray@nmhs.net (work)
North Carolina

Jon Cheney

1115 North Peak Drive
Kernersville, NC 27284
(336) 996-0415

Fax: (336) 996-0342
jcheney@triad.rr.com

South Carolina

Tod Parks

(see Southeast Director, above)
Tennessee

Nancy & Butch Turner

3088 Rising Sun Road
Lakeland, TN 38002

(901) 388-3040

Cell (901) 485-8951
ButchTurner@webtv.net

North Central Region
(1A, MN, ND, NE, SD,
Provinces of MB, NT)
North Central Director
(looking for a volunteer)
lowa

John C. Dennis

PO Box 101

Fairfax, 1A 52228-0101
Minnesota

Al Olme

3117 James Ave. South
Minneapolis, MN 55408
(612) 759-4666

Fax: (877) 377-4981
aolme@scc.net

South Central Region
(AR, KS, LA, MO, OK, TX)
South Central Director
Jim Doyle

3526 E. 189th

Overbrook, KS, 66524
(785) 453-2320
sc_director@sidecar.com
Arkansas

Elmer J. Sveda

1182 Cedar Grove Road
Arkadelphia, AR 71923-8259
(870) 246-2067

Kansas

Jim Doyle

3526 E 189th St
Overbrook, KS 66524
785-453-2320
jimdoyle@mac.com

Louisianna

Bud Amy

116 Dupre Lane

Port Barre, LA 70577
(337) 585-2254
budamy@msn.com

Texas

J.R. Lewis

Rt. 3 Box 510L

Crockett, TX 75835

(936) 546-0756
texasroadrunner4@hotmail.com

Midwest Region

(IL, IN, KY, MI,OH, WI,
possessions of PR, VI, GU
Province of ON)

Midwest Director

Bob Madigan

801 Thorndale Street
Indianapolis, IN 46214-3704
(317) 247-1851
mw__director@sidecar.com

llinois

Jim Kelleher

2651 East Providence Lane
Lindenhurst IL 60046
847-525-9134
jpk0727@yahoo.com

Indiana

Bob Madigan
(see Midwest Director, above)

Kentucky

Jean Kennedy

1648 Donelwal Drive
Lexington, Ky 40511

(895) 389-6786
j.kennedy2@insightbb.com

Ohio

David Szkudlarek
4059 Shadows Glade
Trotwood, OH 45426
(937) 837-6650
cj3dave@aol.com

Michigan

Daryl (Flip) Davis

ARD Farm & Machine
20150 McCarty Road
Deerfield, Michigan 49238
(517) 447-3853
Flip@cass.net

Wisconsin

Allen R. Schultz

530 W. 29455 Williams Way
Waukesha, W1 53188

(262) 968-2092
aschultz@milwpc.com

Northwest Region
(AK, ID, MT, OR, WA, WY,
Provinces of AB, BC, SK, YT)

Northwest Director

Vernon Wade

POB 89

Odell, OR 97044
(541)354-1688
nw_director@sidecar.com

Idaho

Billie Leonard
Conecrest Rd
Rathdrum, Idaho 83858
208-687-1086
bikerbillie@icehouse.net

Montana

Sam Humphrey

PO Box 313

Wolf Creek, MT 59648
(406) 235-4097
sidecarsam@hotmail.com

Oregon

Peter Russell

21345 Pelican Drive
Bend, OR 97701

(541) 330-8325
flinter@bendcable.com

Washington

Tom Wells

PO Box 326

Reardan, WA 99029
(509) 796-4850
tewells@centurytel.net

Southwest Region

(includes states of AZ, CA, CO, HI,

NM, NV, UT)
Southwest Director

Tom Hansen

112 West Blodgett
Carlsbad, NM 88220
(505) 885-5250
sw_director@sidecar.com

California

Gail Perszyk

631 E. Mariposa Dr.
Redlands, CA 92373
(909) 798-2621
GPCalRep@verizon.net

Colorado

Ron Campbell

225 S. 13th St.

Grand Junction, CO 81501
(970) 241-1325
lakotaman@acsol.net

New Mexico

Tom F. Hansen

(see Southwest Director, above)
Nevada

Norbert Monohan

1698 Bobwhite Lane
Gardnerville, NV 89410

(775) 782-5802
nmonohan@netzero.net



USCA Officers & Administration Contents

President Joyce Canfield (816) 232-2726
5201 Cook Road
St. Joseph, MO 64505
president@sidecar.com

Vice President Steve Woodward (see Editor)

Secretary Gail Perszyk (909) 798-2621
631 E. Mariposa Drive
Redlands, CA 92373-7353
secretary@sidecar.com

Treasurer Dave Szkudlarek (937) 837-6650
4059 Shadow Glade

Dayton, OH 45426
treasurer@sidecar.com

Advertising Chuck Tretyak (716) 337-2689
12495 Rt. 62
Lawtons, NY. 14091
advertising@sidecar.com

Editor Steve Woodward (425) 746-6860
17308 NE 13th Place
Bellevue, WA 98008-3835
sidecarist@sidecar.com

Historian Hal Kendall (713) 493-5255
711 Plainwood Drive
Houston, TX 77079
historian@sidecar.com

Membership Al Roach (630) 833-6732
130 S. Michigan Ave.
Villa Park, IL 60181
membership@sidecar.com

Paraphernalia Bob Davis (704) 691-0482
(Please: no calls after 9:00PM EST!)
618 Eastwood Dr.
Gastonia, NC 28054
paraphernalia@sidecar.com

Publicity Bruce D. Stephens
841 Summit St.
Bethlehem, PA 18015.
FAX(610)866-6339
publicity@sidecar.com

Web Master Bob Stock (603) 822-2242
PO Box 574
Barrington, NH 03825
webmaster@sidecar.com
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In this issue:
Welcome new advertisers - Adventure Sidecar - Thanks for
joining us.

Thanks to our contributors.

We hope that everyone in the USCA will contribute an article
to The Sidecarist sooner or later. For now, we appreciate the

folks who did! See page 35 for “how to”.

We’d like your article too.
Content deadline for Volume 31, Number 3
Of The Sidecarist (May - June) is April 1, 2007

Guidelines for Regional Directors

Member of the United Sidecar Association.

Represents the membership and maintains contact with local sidecar
clubs or associations within the region.

Recruits State Representatives.

Coordinates meets and Rallies within Region.

Promotes Sidecar Safety.

Obtains access to Trade Shows.

Recommends sites and clubs to host National Rallies.

Guidelines for State Reps

Member of the United Sidecar Association.
Contact person for other sidecarists and to promote the USCA in
motorcycle Expos & events in their state.

Opinions expressed in articles in THE SIDECARIST, are those of
our contributors and do not necessarily reflect the viewpoints, of
the USCA and its appointed or elected Board members & staff.

© 2007 the United Sidecar Association, Inc. (A not-for-profit
Corporation registered in Illinois) All rights reserved. Neither

this publication nor any part of it may be reproduced in any way

without prior permission.
Send requests for replacement of magazines damaged in the

mail to: Al Roach, 130 S. Michigan, Villa Park, IL 60181 or email

to membership@sidecar.com.
Letters, articles & photos should be sent to the editor, preferably

electronically via email (sidecarist@sidecar.com). If you want your
pictures back, please include a SASE with sufficient return postage.
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2006 Brass Monkey Held at Death Valley - Jack Zollars

[Editor’s Note: The 2007 Brass
Monkey rally was scheduled for
the President’s Day weekend in San
Felipe, Baja, California, Mexico.
Here's hoping that

a) Jack will send another report,

b) I'll remember to publish itin a
timelier manner... and

¢) Jack will include some captions!]

The 2006 Brass Monkey
was held in Death Valley
on the Presidents Day
holiday weekend, Friday
thru Monday in the middle
of February, 2006. | arrived
about 1 PM Thursday so as
to get the premium spot to
set up camp and have water
close by etc. etc. Upon arriving
said spot was taken by some
other campersin a large
trailer. They were friendly and
said they would not be upset
with motorcyclists camping all
around them. The President’s
Day weekend is a very popular
holiday in Death Valley and as
the day passed the campground
host asked me how many |
was expecting for the rally? |
said I didn’t know, but

probably 15 to 30 and they
would be in tents, campers and
trailers. So they told me that the
rules for campers were 4 per site
with 2 cars. OK by me. Friday
came along and other campers
kept coming and we had 32

in all by the end of Saturday
evening. The campgrounds
hosts came to me Friday and
said forget the rules; pack them
in and save other sites for the
other campers as much as we
could. Well, you know how it is,
we packed 32 bikers into 5 sites
and this included tents, one 35’
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trailer, one 14’ trailer and one
camper, not to mention Bob
Anderson’s pickup with bed in
back.

Friday was spent getting
settled and renewing old
friendships and sitting around
the campfire and lying to one
other. We had sidecars from
California, Arizona, Oregon
and some visitors from the
BMW rally held in another
campground on this date. They
came and ate with us and talked
sidecars. All in all it was a good
group.

Friday night the wind blew
and 3 or 4 tents blew down. Phil
Frederico from Anaheim, did
the experienced thing, when his
tent blew down he just rolled
over and over until the tent was
tight around him and slept till
morning.

Saturday dawned bright
and cloudy and windy and
rainy and all in all was a rotten
day. By evening when I, as
host, began preparing dinner
for all, the weather had calmed

(Continued on page 6)



President’s Message - Joyce Canfield

Spring is just around the
corner. Since | write this in the
grips of another cold wave, it is
hard to actually think “Spring”.
The only thing I notice now is
that the days are getting longer
and there are plans being made
all over the country for rides
and rallies. | really hope you get
out and ride to at least one. You
won’t be sorry!

I've endured several “State
of the...” messages recently. |
think it might be a good idea to
present my take on “The State of
Our Club.”

The Board of Directors
tackled some important issues
this year. Most of them needed
to be addressed for quite some
time. Some issues with our
Constitution and By Laws were
reconciled. The Safety Fund
donations that we had in our
treasury were dispersed in an
orderly manner. The Registrar
was placed under a yearly
contract as a private contractor.
They have also addressed the
need for State Representatives
to personally contact new
members by recording email
addresses in our database.

Our magazine, The Sidecarist,
has undergone a couple of
facelifts this year. The first
was the introduction of new
software and then an upgrade
and the second was a move
to better paper. The results
have been most favorable.

We have been able to attract
more advertisers along with

an increase in quality articles.

I can’t say enough good things
about our editor who continues
to work toward improving the
magazine and our club.

The web site, sidecar.com,
continues to be one of our
biggest assets. We have close to
3000 users there and it gives
new sidecarists the ability to
participate in conversations
with experienced riders.

We have been able to turn
something that was once a
financial burden into a self
supporting entity by introducing
advertising there too. It is the
first contact most of our new
members have with us and my
hat is off to the former officers
who had the vision to register
our domain name at a time
when websites were something
most of us just read about.

SIDECARS -
MANUFACTURER
DISTRIBUTOR
PLANS - KITS
www.sidestrider.com

DOUG BINGHAM

SIDE STRIDER, INC.

15838 Arminta Street, Unit 25
Van Nuys, CA 91406 U.S.A.
(818) 780-5542

FAX (818) 780-1587

SIDECARS - WATSONIAN
S

QUIRE
URAL
VELOREX
TEXAS

We are financially sound. We
no longer spend more than is
received and have a reserve
which ensures a brighter future
for the club.

Membership renewals are
still of concern but renewals
were up in 2006 by 8% over
2005. New memberships have
remained constant at around
180 per year. The growth of the
club has always been a concern
and at least there has been an
improvement.

The State of the Club is
“IMPROVING”.

There are several things that
are currently under discussion
by your Board to help us
prepare for the future of our
club. We want to make the
membership process easier
with the ability to actually join
or renew at our website with a
credit card. We want to move
our banking account to a bank
that can provide access all over
the country so that no matter
where our officers live they
can perform their duties. We
want to initiate some standard
business guidelines to safeguard
the future of the club.

The Future of the Club is
“BRIGHT”.
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down and we were able to

eat the hot dogs, beans, chili
and some treats followed by
peach cobbler furnished by
Jim & Nancy Murphy from
Kingman, Arizona. Jim cooks
in dutch ovens and as always
it was outstanding. A member
from Mariposa, California
who rode a beautiful BMW rig
came with his dog Blue. Old
Blue would look at us with big
eyes and not really begging
but usually got a hot dog. You
may remember this rig from
Stevenson, Washington at the
2005 USCA rally

At the dinner Saturday night,
I had a lot of help with serving
and cooking as | was recovering
from a prescription medicine
whose side effects almost put
me in the ground. So, thanks to
all who helped and because of
the help the rally was, | think, a
good one.

Monday dawned nasty and
cold again and most of us just
packed up and headed home.

[Another editor’s note: You never
know what kind of weather you will
get in Death Valley during the winter.
In January of 2007, we experienced
t-shirt weather for the 12th annual
“Death Valley Daze”, an Internet
BMW Rider event that expanded this
year to include adventure riders - so
lot's of BMW GS bikes, KTMs, KLRs
and, of course, many of the Ural off-

road crowd, all having a great time.]
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Adding A Third Wheel by Sev Pearman

[Reprinted with permission
from Minnesota Motorcycle
Monthly. Check them out on the
web at www.motorbyte.com.]

First part in a series on
sidecar attachment

One of the best things about
the influx of sidecars here at
Minnesota Motorcycle Monthly
is the discussions it has started.
All sorts of people, not just
riders, are curious about our
hacks. Parents have asked about
their suitability for shuttling
the kiddies, tradesmen have
wondered about the carrying
capacity. Don’t forget that a
hack is a great way to bring your
deer home. Best of all are the
gueries from grandfathers and
grandmothers who want their
grandchildren to experience
a fun, non-threatening
introduction to our wonderful
world of motorcycling.

Regular readers already know
that two MMM staffers have
purchased complete Ural rigs
with their own money, which
says something based on the
meager paychecks we receive
from the publisher. In addition,
two other riders in the MMM
circle have chosen to “Ride
Russian.” All of these owners
are happy with their machines
and continue to pile on the
miles.

While Ural continues to refine
their bikes and sidecar rigs
for the US market, MMM has
found that many riders love
their current machine and are
reluctant to change brands.
These riders are curious about

a hack but do not want
a second machine or a
dedicated sidecar outfit.
These people wonder
about the suitability of
adding a sidecar to their
existing motorcycle.
Their questions include:

«“Can you install
a sidecar on any
motorcycle?”

“Is it difficult?”

«“Can | do it myself?”

*“Is it easily removable
for a return to solo riding?”

*“Do | need a different
license?”

*“Do | need special training?”

In this series of articles,
we will examine the pros and
cons of adding a sidecar to
a “solo” bike and the special
considerations that should be
considered.

Can you install a sidecar on
any motorcycle?

With a few exceptions, yes.
Only Ural and Harley Davidson
continue to design their frames
to handle the extreme stresses
created by running a sidecar.

It is very easy to marry a Ural
sidecar to a Ural bike. Most
people dispense with this

option and simply order the two
together. While H-D doesn’t
offer pre-assembled combos like
Ural, they do offer a sidecar sold
as an optional dealer-installed
“accessory.”

All other motorcycles present
different challenges. As utility

has given way to weight-
reduction in motorcycle design,
the ability to easily accept and
carry a sidecar has gone by the
wayside. Even my beloved '69
Triumph TR-6C Trophy came
with frame lugs should one want
to mount a chair.

If your bike has a traditional
tube frame, mounting a car
Is pretty straightforward.
Slightly more challenging are
recent sport bikes and tourers
with perimeter frames. While
sidecars can be mounted to
bikes with this type of frame,
you will have to fabricate
custom mounting points.

Most challenging are bikes
that use the engine as a stressed
member and/or bikes that are
covered in bodywork. Stressed-
engine machines have little-to-
no frame to speak of. On these
machines you will need to make
points to accept the four struts
that reach out from the sidecar.
If your motorcycle is built like
this, search the internet. You
may find vendors offering Kits
for your specific machine. If not,
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you will need to either fabricate
the points yourself, or trust
your design to a motorcycle-
friendly (and preferably sidecar-
knowledgeable) machinist.

Bikes covered in ABS
bodywork are another
headache. You will have to cut
many of the panels to accept
the strut hardware. This pretty
much creates a dedicated bike
+ sidecar combo. If you ever
desire to sell the motorcycle
separately, you’ll need to buy
new body work [ka-ching] or
find a used set and have it re-
painted. This is more work and
expense than most riders want.

Is it difficult? Can | do it
myself?

A sidecar is easy to physically
install, but very tricky to install
correctly. You need to balance
three structural relationships
between the sidecar and
motorcycle tug. We’'ll explore
this in detail in a upcoming
article. If you are patient, can
follow instructions, and can
keep an open mind about
motorcycle handling dynamics,
you can probably install and
‘tune’ a sidecar onto your
machine. If you have trouble
doing routine maintenance or
need help installing bolt-on
accessories, we recommend
finding a sidecar specialist to
help you. Nothing is scarier than
adriving maladjusted sidecar.

Is it easily removable for a
return to solo riding?

Yes! If you have only one
machine and want to ride it
‘solo,” you simply disconnect
any wiring and/or fuel

connections, unclamp the struts
from the bike, and be on your
way. Carefully note the strut
adjustment settings, as this will
speed up re-attachment. Serious
sidecarists modify their bike

to reduce trail. This makes an
outfit easier to steer and extends
tire life. If you do modify the
trail measurement of your
motorcycle, then riding the bike
solo is not recommended. As an
aside, pre-1970 BMW models
with leading-link Earles forks
came with adjustable fork links.
You could switch fork pivot
positions which allowed both
solo and sidecar operation.

Do | need a different license?

No. All US states and
Canada recognize a motorcycle
endorsement for sidecar

operation. [Editor’s note:
Washington State requres a separate
endorsement for sidecar operation.

A motorcycle endorsement is not
required for sidecar operation in
California, just ask the Governor!
Deleware’s web site referes to a
motorcycle as a two wheel kind of
thing, but elsewhere seems to define it

as including three wheelers...]

Do | need special training? Is
it required?

No. Do we recommended
it? Yes. Sidecars are neither
motorcycles nor are they cars.
They have unique handling
properties. They accelerate
and brake differently than solo
motorcycles. The technique
for right turns is completely
different than that for left
turns. In the 1960s, the West
German Army published a study
that showed the safest sidecar
operators were those who
learned to drive a motorcycle

8 The Sidecarist March - April, 2007

sidecar rig before learning to
drive anything else. Operators
who had no motorcycle
experience but knew how to
drive a car were involved in a
greater number of accidents.
The worst operators of terms of
crashes and injuries were those
who had a previous motorcycle
license before learning how to
operate a sidecar.

MMM highly recommends
the excellent Driving a Sidecar
Outfit (MMM #71) This manual
was written for complete
novices and quickly teaches you
the basics of sidecar operation.
Comprehensive Safety Systems
in South St. Paul offer sidecar/
trike operation classes. The
Washington State-based
Evergreen Safety Council also
offers group and individual
sidecar instruction.

Sidecars are fun and practical.
You can mount them to a variety
of motorcycles. You don’t have
to be an engineer to mount a
car onto your bike, but help is
recommended for wrench-o-
phobes. It is easy to remove the
sidecar and related hardware
from your bike should you
desire to ride the bike solo.

Next issue: MMM selects and
purchases a bike/tug for our
project.

RESOURCES
Harley Davidson Motor Co.

Harley-Davidson sidecars (dealer
installation only) www.harley-
davidson.com

IMZ-Ural

Ural motorcycle sidecar rigs and
www.imz-ural.com



Side Strider Sidecars

Sidecars, installation, mounts
and literature. Doug Bingham

— 818.780.5542 www.sidestrider.
com

Dauntless Motors

Sidecars, installation,
mounts and literature. Jay
Geise — 866.638.1793 www.
dauntlessmotors.com

Texas Sidecar Company

Sidecars, installation, mounts
and literature. 903.640.2149 www.
texassidecars.com

Mr. Lee Bruns

Sidecar installation and mount
fabrication. motopsycho@wat.
midco.net

Comprehensive Safety
Systems

TC Metro-based sidecar
instruction and literature
651.552.0682 www.
comprehensivesafety.org

Evergreen Safety Council

Sidecar instruction and literature
WWW.ESC.0rg

Motorcycle Safety Foundation

Motorcycle instruction and
literature. 800.446.9227 msf-usa.
org

Driving a Sidecar Outfit

Excellent operator’s manual for
all sidecars. Available from above
sources as well as online.

MMM

Originally published in MMM
#81 Decemember 2005.

Photo courtesy of Harley
Davidson.

Happy Holidays from Gary Possinger

Gary Possinger of East Stroudsburg, PA, USCA # 7123, sent in
this Christmas card with the following note:

I shot this 8 point buck on opening day of our dear season in
Pennsylvania, aka the Pocono Mountains. So | took some pictures
of my buck before taking him to a deer processing store and had
my Chrismas cards made up!

sty

- happy holidays -

Ginny and Bob Sullivan of Mesa, Arizona. Give them a call if you are looking for
some riding company in the Mesa area. (602) 981-9890 (Tom Hansen photo)
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Thank you Northwest Sidecar - Stan Miratello

| want to express my appreciation of g, N a To0 VR, . Tammm
Lonnie Cook and his wonderful wife NS NS
Judy, of Northwest Sidecar.

My steering was off because my
damper was screwed tight by a
friend. As a consequence, my steering
pulled to the right and I hit the right
curb.

I called Lonnie Cook of Northwest
Sidecar in Marysville, WA and I got
there the next day. After inspection,
Lonnie said “Call your wife to pick you
up”, which I could not do. I said I'd
drive it home. Lonnie said he would
not let me drive the rig in its present
condition. Lonnie started measuring
and fabricating and he spent a few
hours working; when all was done, he road tested the
hack and told me to go. I yelled at him “how much?” NORTHWEST

and his reply was $20, which | knew was his way of %
joking.

SIDECAR

Sales/Installations/Parts/Service
Velorex - U2 Classic - and Other Sidecars

Driving home on the slab, my goose handled like
a dream. Lonnie does not say much and he is a
gentleman. I would highly recommend Northwest

: - Lonnie Cook 7211 67th Avenue NE
Sidecar. Lonnie and Judy are to be commended for ph/fax 360-653-0140 Marysville, WA 98270
their kindness to me. nwsidecar@aol.com

SIDECARS
James L. Bryant

Shun Huang Road
Chaoyang District
Bejing, China
Tel 86-10-8459-0062
Cell: 139071320022
myCj7S0& yahoo.com
WAL e 7 B0 .com
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A,
O R P O R A T I O N
RIKE * TRAILER ¢ HITCHES - SIDECARS

i \ 1 Your One Stop Sidecar & Trike Shop!
g\ Driving m_L Have a sidecar/trike question? We have model specific mounting Kmmﬁm
idecare Outfit—_ 2 rdvare for many bikes & brands of sidecars, Sidecar/Trike 385

mountings, seat lifts. Tires for 3-wheel use GL1500 New Rear
Wheel/Car Tire-$§945.00, Steering Leading Link & Special needs =
| Modifications PLUS Much More! Y ——

Additional Offerings: Sidecar Tires in stock: Avon 19", Metzler 18" and Twin Tire 125 90 R 16, Sputnik Parts, Other
Miscelaneous Mounting Hardware, Special Needs Parts and Custom Mounting. Cargo trailers...many available.

Our Mission: To provide educational Service for
3-wheel owners, buyers and enthusiast!

Check us out on-line: www.dauntlessmotors.com
New Address: 21418 SE 436th St, Enumclaw WA 98022, USA

Dealer Inquiries Invited. .
Member: B.B.B.. USCA and GWTA _ Phone/fax: 253.638.1793
Prices subject to change without notice. e-mail: jay@dauntlessmotors.com or tara@dauntlessmotors.com

Introducing The One-Stop Sidecar Resource

Cyclesidecar.com

Cyclesidecar.com is the enthusiast’s one-stop

shop for buying, sharing and seeking sidecar
information. See what Cozy sidecar models we
have to offer, or just check out the sidecar buzz,

featuring up-to-date news and articles.

For a limited time, when you purchase
a Cozy, you’ll get a chrome luggage rack,

Tonneau cargo cover and rubber floor

mat free!
Call 800-201-7472 for more information. @ Cozy Euro Model Sidecar
Cyclesidecar.com, a division of Classic Motorworks $2,795 - Classic Black / $2,895 - Other Colors
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Our Mexico Adventure - Avanell and J.R. Lewis

Our Mexico Adventure started
with an uneventful trip from
Crockett, Texas to Zapata, Texas
- 535 miles. We went to Falcon
Dam on Wednesday November
15th to get our visa papers and
stickers for our bikes at the port
of entry on the Mexico side of
the dam. We returned the next
day to meet with 15 people on
8 bikes and a chase truck. It
was 44 degrees as we entered
Mexico, no real problems, we

just got stopped at the last check

point to examine our bikes
and papers. The first 3 hours
of travel was slow due to large
pot holes, big enough to hide a
dog, all over the road (A BAD
ROAD!)

arrangement with the
rally officials for this to
happen. They escourted
us into town with lights
flashing and moving
between 70 & 80 miles
per hour.

At most U.S. rallies
you receive a colored
arm band or name tag

ID to enter the rally.
Not so here, we were
tattooed with a large
colorful wash off sticker on the
right side of the neck. They
come off in a few days, but not
so with Avanell’s. It was 10 days
later with a kitchen dish scraper
before it came off! Trying to
hide that thing for days

Crossing Facon Dam

The 2 wheelers could miss a lot
of them but the one trike, our
sidecars and the chase truck
were not so lucky. After a stop
in Sabinis Hidalgo for gas and
lunch, we left the desert and
started into the mountains and
it turned cool again. About 20
miles outside of Momclova, the
Mexican Motorcycle Highway
Patrol met us. Our friend John
Cannon from the valley drove
the chase truck and had made

| after returning to the
states was not fun... It
might have looked good
on a young person but
being 76 years of age,
itis a little late to start
tattooing.

Friday we lined up to
be escorted to the upper
desert and mountains
on a senic drive. First
stop was a small winery,
where the samples were
refreshing. Then it was
on to a spring fed lake
that was so clear you
could see the fish, which
we were told are the only [
species of this kind in =
the world. We had lunch
there, not sure what
was in the stew but ate
it anyway. The next 2
hours we were led back
to town at 70 to 80 miles
hour. They really know

12 The Sidecarist March - April, 2007

Rally Registration

how to move a bunch of bikes.
All streets were blocked as we
went through several small
towns.

Just the two of us did a little
riding out of town to see the
country at a slower pace. Never
saw S0 many picture phones
in my life. A car would pull up
beside and they would ask you
to slow so they could take your
picture. Our sidecar rigs were
the only ones at the rally of
about 500 bikes. If you have
never been to Mexico, I will
explaine a little about “topes.”
They are the equivalant of
the largest speed bump you
have ever seen in a shopping
mall. Most of our bikes dragged

Line up for the lunch ride



high center on them. There are
2 or 3 as you enter each town
and again as you leave. Some
times they are not marked very
well or they have forgotten to
mark the last one, that is when
you feel like a motocross rider
as you fly up in the air, which
happened several times to
Avanell. As most of you know,
she leads most of the time
because J.R. gets lost a lot.

Someone posted a
link (at sidecar.com,
I think) to an article
in the Milwaukee
Journal Sentinal
which was titled
“The hog that hums
- Electric bike has
no vroom but plenty
of voltage”. A little
research yielded the
following from Carl

[Editor’s note: There are an equal

Carl Vogel’s Electric Sidecar

Vogel:

number of topes and topes signs in
Mexico, just not neccesarily in the

same place!]

“The sidecar had a
6HP diesel generator
in the back that runs
on Biodiesel or Veggie
oil. The generator
produces electricity
to recharge the
electric motorcycle.
You can also plug
directly into it for
220/110 AC power.

On our way back, the clouds
were gathering as we stopped to
admire the mountains and rest
a few minutes. We were able
to miss most of the rain. It was
a great trip with lots of good
memories. We have gone to
Saltillo several times in March.
Just the two of us on some of

The motorcycle and
the sidecar took about
3 months to build. This
motorcycle is the second
one. The first bike
took 2 years to
build. The second
| motorcycle was built
in 2003. The first
was finished in 2001.
The motorcycle must
have over $25K invested
into it. The sidecar cost
about $3500 to build
with the generator.”

the loneliest roads. We’d love to
have some company with us on
our next trip.. How about going
with us?

The ride home

16 NUAL

‘th AN U
IDE TO
WORK DAY =
JULY18‘007

WWW.RIDETO ORG

©2007

Check it out at:

Vogelbilt Corp.

1200 Wellwood Ave.
West Babylon NY 11704
631-539-9647

Fax 914-992-7540

Cell 516-443-1715
info@vogelbilt.com
www.vogelbilt.com
Home of the “Electra
Cruiser”
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One Night Stand - Ron Miller

Down here in southeastern
New Mexico, we are lucky
enough to be able to ride all year
round, but with the approach of
fall, the rally season draws to a
close. We sidecarists are spread
pretty thin in this state, where
there are only 15 people per
square mile, so when the rallies
cease, we don’t often meet.

With this in mind, Tom
Hansen, our state representative,
and his wife, Anita, sent out an
invitation to all sidecarists to join
them, at their home, for what he
described as a “one night stand”.
They promised a BBQ dinner,
an evening of tire kicking and lie
telling, and breakfast for those
who could stay over.

Jenny and | accepted the
invitation with pleasure. We
had been on quite a few rides
with Tom, and looked forward
to seeing him and Anita again.
Not only that, but | had recently
renovated an old Pearson
sidecar, and attached it to my
Guzzi V1000SP, and | was
anxious to show it off.

The Guzzi didn’t make a very
good first impression. We arrived
in Carlsbad without incident, but
after stopping at a store to pick
up some essential supplies, the
Guzzi refused to start. The battery
was stone dead. | phoned Tom,
and in a flash, he was there to
give us a start. Once at his home,
he put it on charge for us, so that
we would be able to make the 70
miles home OK.

Having got the bike settled,
Anita rustled up some lunch for
us. This was not on the program,

but Anita wasn'’t
fazed for a
minute. We had
intended to eat
at a restaurant in
Carlsbad, before
arriving at the
house in the
afternoon, as the
invitation had
stated, but the
Guzzi’s problem
had changed
everything.

After lunch,
the other guests
started to arrive,
and eventually there were
eleven of us, including a solo
riding friend. They had come
from as far away as Las Cruces,
Magdalena and Alamogordo,
for each, a journey of about
200 miles from the other side
of the mountains, experiencing
temperatures in the 40’s on the
way. The afternoon in Carlsbad
was sunny and bright, with just
a hint of fall coolness in the air.
(Cool, for us, means that the
temperature is below 80!) We
admired the array of rigs drawn
up in the drive, and visited a
custom car show just down
the road, within easy walking
distance.

Back at the house, Tom
and Anita were attending to
the BBQ, in between chatting
with us. I had brought a DVD
with me, which caused some
amusement. Back in the 70’s,
when even | was comparatively
young, | had been involved
in the making of a movie of
motorcycle touring, and one of
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L to R, Ted Karas, Karl Utrecht, Ron Miller, Glenn
Gray, Jenny Miller

the cameramen had given me

a bundle of out-takes, which |
had recently had transferred

to the DVD. So there | was,

in a red suit of leathers, (into
which | would love to be able
to squeeze today), cavorting
round the Swedish countryside.
The comments were mostly
unflattering, but what else
would I expect from my friends?

Then we heard the mess call.
What a spread! As well as the
BBQ brisket, done to perfection
using Tom'’s secret recipe, there
was a huge selection of side
dishes. (I asked his dogs about
the recipe, but unlike Duke,
who is ready to sell the Bush
secret to anyone, they would not
divulgel!).

I have shed 45 pounds in the
last year or so, mainly by eating
sparingly, but faced with this
feast, I ignored my conscience
and stuffed myself so full of
food that I couldn’t eat another
bite..., until they brought in the
desserts! My daughter Jenny,



who weighs about 100 pounds soaking wet, ate so
much we wondered where she was putting it all.

Then we waddled outside for a bull session. Tom
and Anita have a charming little garden, complete
with classical statuary and a pergola, tucked away
around the side of the house. By now it was dark,
and so decidedly chilly that some of us had even put
on sweaters, as we set our chairs round a cute little
outdoor wood stove and told tall stories.

Around 10pm, full of food and good cheer, | found
my eyelids getting heavy, and we made our way up
to the beds that our hosts had put at our disposal.

I slept very soundly, awaking to the smell of coffee
drifting up the stairs. Now, as a dyed-in-the-wool
Limey, | usually drink tea, but I have to admit
that tea does not have the pervasive aroma that
coffee has. I followed the smell downstairs, where
it mingled with the wonderful odors of frying eggs
and bacon. Why don’t the perfume manufacturers
produce scents like these?

After lingering over breakfast, we reluctantly got
our gear together, said “Goodbye” to our friends,
and fired up the Guzzi. We had another bright cool
day for an enjoyable ride home. What a great way to
spend a weekend! Thank you, Tom and Anita. Good
fellowship! That is what makes sidecaring such a
rewarding activity.

L to R: Jenny Miller, Glenn Gray, Carl Cox, Bob
Elder, Rich Arimoto (holding Nikki)

Carl Vogel’s “Electra Cruiser”
more on page 13

Almost ready to roll
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Project Bluebird: The Next Decade - Ron Patterson

When | acquired Bluebird, she
had in two years accumulated
only 3,000 miles before her
mother retired. Six years later,
she celebrated her maturity
by mating with a new 2002
Velorex sidecar. Since then
she has enjoyed numerous
enhancements in steering,
gearing, suspension, braking
and lighting to achieve the poise
and agility she now exhibits.

el
y

Road Test — The Mother Road

The most recent enhancement
involved optimization of her
gearing by fitting a larger 52
tooth rear sprocket. This, in
concert with the 60-series low
profile rear tire, gave an overall
12% lower gearing to move the
rpms up into a more desirable
range of the powerband. My
riding buddy, Jim, and I road
tested this new configuration
by riding from our homes in
Pennsylvania to California via
the Mother Road, Old Route 66,
this September.

The resulting improvements
in drivability were beyond

expectations. Acceleration from
a stop was smooth and strong
without strain or hesitation, and
moving through the gears to

6" gear was quick and precise.
In those places where we were
obliged to run for a time on an
Interstate highway, Bluebird
cruised comfortably between

60 and 70 mph and accelerated
responsively. The lower gearing
did not change the typical 50
mpg gas mileage, since there
was now less strain on the
engine. We even flew easily over
the mountain passes in New
Mexico and Arizona without
downshifting. I must thank Hal
Kendall for pointing me to the
Internet site that ultimately

led to the supplier (Dirt Tricks
in Minden, NV) who custom
designed the special high
strength steel sprocket required.

Bluebird ran flawlessly
through
cities, plains,
deserts and
mountains
on the Route
66 tour. She
had carefully
prepared for
the tripin
various other
regards: valve
adjustment,
new fuel filter,
complete
fuel system
service, new
air filter,
oil filter,
tires, spark
plugs, final
drive chain
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and lubrication of all moving
parts. The only thing that did
not respond to the extensive
pre-ride preparation was the
cam chain adjustment to tune
out the chain noise which had
become more noticeable this
past year. Although this does
not compromise performance, it
indicates significant wear on the
cam chain adjusters and a worn
and somewhat elongated cam
chain.

Upon returning from the
successful Route 66 California
trip, the cam chain issue was
assessed and it was determined
that the replacement of the cam
chain, sprocket, and adjusters
would require major surgery. It
would be necessary to remove
the engine, split the engine
cases, and do some considerable
disassembly. If the engine were
so completely taken apart, it

The transplant operation at Cycle Max in Honeybrook, PA



would seem prudent to rebuild
various other internal parts
such as the valves, pistons,

camshaft, oil pump, clutch, etc.

because the engine and drive
train had now gone more than
72,000 miles. Since this would
be a multi-thousand dollar
undertaking, it seemed to be
time to consider alternatives.

One very interesting
alternative to rebuilding was
the possibility of replacing
the entire engine, clutch,
transmission, generator, and
starter package with a “new”

Escorting Santa is a serious business! Freedom of the Road Riders Toy Run - St. Josephs, MO 11/5/2006

(very low mileage) unit. The
search for an appropriate
donor bike netted a total of
seven candidate Yamaha SECA
Il's. Quite by accident, the
eighth candidate appeared

and it was Bluebird’s twin: the
same model, same year, and
even the same color, with only
3,000 miles on the odometer!
It had been resting in P & F’s
Motorcycle Salvage Warehouse
in Dover, DE, where it had
been delivered by the insurance
company after experiencing
some significant road rash
during an emergency landing.

yi

The complete donor bike
was purchased for less than
one third of the cost of a
partial rebuild of Bluebird’s
engine. The transplant
surgery was performed in the
operating room at Cycle Max
of Honeybrook, PA by Ed
Miller, who has been Bluebird’s
family doctor for many years.
The result was to effectively
turn the clock back a decade to
Bluebird’s original 3,000 mile
youth when we first met, and
position us for the next decade
together.

&
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2007 Ride for Kids Schedule

This is a great event that deserves your
support. Check them out at

www.pbtfus.org/rideforkids/history

April 22, 2007 Albuquerque, NM
Road Ride

April 29, 2007 Houston, TX
Road Ride

May 6, 2007 Los Angeles, CA
Road Ride

May 6, 2007 Triangle Area, NC
Road Ride

June 3, 2007 Atlanta, GA
Road Ride

June 3, 2007 Richmond, VA
Road Ride

June 10, 2007 Colorado
Road Ride

June 10, 2007 Cleveland, OH
Road Ride

June 10, 2007 Southern California
Dual Sport

June 23, 2007 Knoxville, TN
Road Ride

June 24, 2007 San Francisco, CA
Road Ride

July 8, 2007 Indiana
Road Ride

July 15, 2007 Chicagoland, IL
Road Ride

July 15, 2007 Utica, NY
Road Ride

July 22, 2007 Minnesota
Road Ride

July 22, 2007 Kansas City
Road Ride

July 28, 2007 Marysville, OH
Road Ride

August 5, 2007
August 5, 2007
August 12, 2007
August 18, 2007
August 19, 2007
August 26, 2007
August 26, 2007
September 9, 2007
September 16, 2007
September 16, 2007
September 16, 2007
September 23, 2007
September 30, 2007
October 7, 2007
October 7, 2007
October 14, 2007
October 21, 2007
October 21, 2007

November 4, 2007

Hudson Valley, NY
Road Ride
Wisconsin

Road Ride
Pittsburgh

Road Ride

Salt Lake City, UT
Road Ride

New England
Road Ride
Michigan

Road Ride / Dual Sport
Asheville, NC
Road Ride

Puget Sound, WA
Road Ride
Birmingham, AL
Road Ride
Philadelphia, PA
Road Ride

St. Louis, MO
Road Ride

Baltimore/Washington, DC

Road Ride

Las Vegas, NV
Road Ride
Dallas/Fort Worth, TX
Road Ride
Sacramento, CA
Road Ride
Phoenix, AZ
Road Ride

San Diego, CA
Road Ride
Louisiana

Road Ride
Sarasota, FL
Road Ride

16'" ANNUAL
RIDE TO
WORK DAY
JULY 18 2007

WWW.RIDETOWORK.ORG

0

Q\DE

NORK

Tell them
you saw it
In

The
Sidecarist!
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Mech Advantage -
by Mototrekker

Q: Now that I've attached a Ural sidecar to my
Moto Guzzi | need more horsepower. Is there an
easy way to get it without effecting reliability?

A: Horsepower. We all have some and we all
want more, right? Well, not really. What we
want is more torque. Horsepower will give us a
nice top speed but torque is what pulls our hack
around. Torque is like a big lever pulling you
from a stand still to whatever speed you want to
travel. Horsepower is an expression of torque
over time and is what keeps the hack moving.
To get more torque out of an existing design you
need to push the crankshaft with more pressure
or change the way the pressure you have acts on
the crankshaft. Changing the stroke, the distance
from the crank center to the rod center, is the
most physically direct way of doing that but is
also the most mechanically difficult. The next
best way is to increase the compression. High

compression pistons don’t seem to be available so,

depending on which model MG you have, more
displacement is the way to go. Check with MG
Cycle Parts (mgcycle.com). They have some big
bore conversions for different models and would
be the place to go.

at events.

forms...

Note the convenient
availability of tri-fold
membership application

Way to go Richard!

THE

RIDER’S SUPERSTORE

Apparel for All Seasons
Parts & Accessories, HUGE Inventory
New BMW Motorcycles, Best Selection
Used Motorcycles, all brands
BMW Authorized Service
Award Winning Customer Service

and NOW...

HANNIGAN SIDECARS

and TRAILERS

Bt 877-269-2627 - hobsbmw.com

FREE
10720 Guilford Road * Columbia-Jessup, Maryland 20794

Correction: Dave Olsin took this photo of Amy and Vernon
that ran in the last issue of The Sidecarist on page 8.

USCA Florida State Rep
Richard McClure figured out a
great way to promote the club
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The Secretary Sez - Gail Perszyk

Here is a synopsis of board
actions through January 30,
2007.

NEW BUSINESS

Subject: Motion: NW
Regional Rally 07. 12/2/2006
motion submitted by Vernon
Wade and seconded by Gail

Perszyk reads as follows: “I
move the board recognize The
First Ever Rally June 14~ 17,
2007 at Hayden Lake, ID as the
officially sanctioned USCA NW
Regional sidecar rally for 2007.”
Respectfully submitted, Vernon
Wade, USCA NW Regional
Director. (End of motion) Mr.
Wade provided additional
information: The State Reps in
the Northwest have been lining
up to do regional rallies up here!
Preliminary plans are for one in
Idaho, Montana, Washington,
and Oregon in successive years.
Billie Leonard, USCA Idaho
State Rep (replacing Dick
Bullock who did a heck of a job
getting things going), is the rally
chair for 2007 and all reps have
been working together doing
the leg work to get this one put
together. It is exciting to see this
level of enthusiasm for sidecars
emerge in our corner of the
world & it would mean a lot for
the board to give it’s blessing

to this rally. A rough draft of
the rally webpage with more
information can be found here:

adventuresidecar.com/firsteverl.htm.

The poll conducted Dec. 2
to Dec. 9,2006, yielded the
following results: Nine members
voted Yes. Tod Parks did not

vote. The motion carries.

Subject: Letter of
Resignation: Dec. 29, 2006
President Canfield submitted
the following: Piero has
submitted his resignation as NC
Director effective Jan 1, 2007
with the following. “I'll not
renew my USCA membership
as long as the Membership
Registrar position remains a
paid position. In the meantime
I’ll continue to do my best to
promote our great organization
with other or potential
sidecarists.” President Canfield
extends the following: “Thank
you for your service to the USCA
Piero!”

Subject: Motion: Proposed
Amendment: Business of the
Association. 1/30/07 motion
submitted by Tod Parks, and
seconded by Tom Hansen reads
as follows:

Duties of the Board: The
treasurer and president shall
be empowered to open and
maintain a checking account
with a national bank of their
mutual choice that operates
in the states our treasurer,
president, vice-president and
secretary reside, as well as in
our state of Incorporation.
Business of the Association shall
be amended by:

D. The treasurer shall prepare
and sign all checks. Then
forward to the President if
available, or in the absence

of the President the Vice-
President to be co-signed.

In the adsence [sic] of the
President and Vice-President,
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the Secretary will be the co-
signer. In the absence of the
Treasurer the check is to be
prepared and signed by the
President, who will become
the Acting Treasurer until the
Treasurer is again available,
and co-signed by the Vice
President. In the absence of
three or more of the above
officers the remaining board
shall appoint exsisting [sic]
board member(s) to temporarily
[sic] fill the position(s) of the
missing officer(s) specifically
for the purpose of disbursing
funds as needed for the ongoing
activites [sic] of the USCA
until the absent officer(s) are
again available. In all cases
two signatures, that of the
Treasurer, or acting Treasur